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In flight

*Developing observational skills — awareness of other pilots/birds/smoke/cloud
shadows/debris/water patterns/land activity/terrain shapes.

*Keeping a weather eye — watching cloud development, wind changes.

*Flying the pattern — beat patterns, thermal direction, being predictable
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 Spend time Qefting_ comfortable with the conditions =

no rush .-

« Patience brings its own reward — tempting to get high
w-and hare off. -
o Staying up is more important than distance
e Use the 1/3's rule

* When getting lower (1000’ above terrain) look for
landing options but keep flying to stay up.

 Make rational decisions
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e Don't Ieav.e it too late!
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- Check out i) wind dlrectlsi#strenl gtﬁ’

ii) power cables },h
i) stock ... especially cows and horses
Iv) growing crops (usually darker green)
v) manure! '

vi) fences
vil) field exit points
Vvill) road network

» Post landing - check mobile signal
- carry a good, large hitching sign /
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Post flight analysis

Lots of software will allow you to analyse/plan your flight (assuming you can record your
tracklog). It may be for the academic or to study your flying technique; do post flight
analysis or just for fun on a wet evening. Talking and comparing experiences helps too.

http://ywtw.de/igcsim.html http://xcplanner.appspot.com/
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GPSDump as a free analysis tool
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General Guidance

How to measure your performance
When to upgrade to a higher wing rating

When and why to upgrade to a different harness

When to attempt first XC flights e

Planning first XC flights
When and why to enter competitions

Moving up through the pilot ratings

DD quotes:

“Don’t sell your soul to the Devil”

“Don’t play Russian r

“Don’t compromise y




